THE SALES GIRL
Mongolian, 2022

Synopsis:

It all starts from a banana, coincidentally the more phallic fruit of all. When student Namuuna slips
on a banana skin and breaks her leg, she is forced to find a temporary replacement for her afternoon
job that requires a great deal of discretion. And who better than shy and loner fellow student Saruul
(Bayartsetseg Bayangerel) can guarantee secrecy? It doesn’t take long to convince Saruul that the
money is good and the job is easy, despite being a bit out of the ordinary. In fact, the task consists
in tending a Sex Shop, selling all sorts of oddly-shaped pleasure enhancers, making few occasional
deliveries and, at the end of the day, going personally to hand over the day’s earnings to Katya
(Enkhtuul Oidovjamts), the shop owner, an eccentric middle-aged woman living with a cat in a
sophisticated apartment.

Saruul starts working at the shop and, gradually, the routine meetings at the end of the shift bring
the two women closer. They cannot be more different in age, experience and social league; one is
from a modest family, the other leads a glamorous albeit solitary life. Saruul is fascinated by Katya,
her mysterious past, her exotic Russian name and provenance; she is outspoken, daring, funny and
sexually liberated, while Saruul is unexperienced, confused and doesn’t even have the guts to tell
her ambitious parents that she’d rather be a painter than the nuclear engineer they would like her
to become. A sweet friendship blossoms while Saruul’s adventure in the sex shop brings her in
touch with worlds and situations she couldn’t even imagine; sharing a prison cell with a bunch of
prostitutes, being harassed by an old man, and most of all discovering her own sexuality and desires
and challenging her fears.
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Director’s Statement:

I think an artist spends his lifetime searching for their inner person. So, with this movie, | simply
tried to put my inner person out there. | tried expressing it with the characters of Katya and
Saruul. There is no manual for life and it is impossible to have one, in my opinion. However,
you are the writer of your own book, the life.

Katya lives in the past while Saruul lives in the future. Although Saruul is studying for a major
pure out of her parents' pressure, she accepts her future and living towards it. Katya lives in her
past, which she can't let go of. But, there is no present time for both characters. So, the conflict
is their encounter in the present. There is no past because it is gone and there is no future as it
has not arrived yet. But we have present time only.

Everybody asks that why I choose sex shop on this movie’s plot point. It is very simple. It has
been thirty years since Mongolia transitioned into democracy. In that sense, new things and
concepts are even newer in Mongolia. Sex shop is not a topic freely discussed back home, so in
this movie, it is just baited to lurk an audience.

For example, if a baby is given a choice of candy with a regular wrapper or a flashy one, the kid
will likely to go after the flashy one. Just like that, if Katya was an owner of a grocery store, |
don't think the audience would have been flattered with the idea.

Also, I think the topic of sex is relatively sensitive, not freely discussed not only in Mongolia,
but all over. 1 am not suggesting to talk about it freely as if an evening broadcast of political
news. We all know that face to face, live communication is getting less and less. We are getting
behind screen and communicating in the cyber space. We are loosing live communications. Sex
is not just about reproduction. It is the essence for live communication, relationship.



I really love the music; thus, | personally really focus on the choice of the music of my films.
The main character has no one, no friends, but she had music. She had music and earphone
only. She communicated with her music. Music is wonderful art. It expresses everything from
sadness, to happiness, to heartbreak. But the scariest thing is that music encourages

loneliness. Through my search for a music that expresses the inner world of Saruul, I chose
Dulguun, the Magnolian.
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