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SYNOPSIS 
 
Three sex workers navigate a haunting, empathetic journey through the neon-
soaked street of Ikebukuro, Tokyo. Each night brings new encounters – 
eccentric clients, dangerous fetishes and the looming threat of police 
crackdowns – while each dawn finds them wrestling with loneliness, survival, 
and the search for meaning in a city that rarely looks back.  
 
Directed by Kazuya Shiraishi (The Devil’s Path, Twisted Justice, Bushido), 
Dawn of the Felines is a “suitably melancholy” (South China Morning Post) 
tribute to Noboru Tanaka’s classic Roman Porno film Night of the Felines. 
Modern and unflinching, Shiraishi’s update to the genre famously created by 
the Nikkatsu film studio in the 1970s offers a portrait of women living on the 
edge of society while negotiating their agency, connection, and dignity. 

 



DIRECTOR BIOGRAPHY 
 

Born in 1974, Hokkaido, Japan. Kazuya Shiraishi 
began his career working as an assistant director for 
legendary filmmaker Koji Wakamatsu on End of Our 
Own Reality (1997), Perfect Education 6: Red Murder 
(2004), and 17 Sai no Fuukei, Shounen wa Nani wo 
Mitanoka (2005), as well as features directed by Isao 
Yukisada and Isshin Inudo. Following his directorial 
debut, Lost Paradise in Tokyo (2010), Shiraishi’s 
second film, The Devil’s Path (2013), based on a 
best-selling nonfiction novel, swept Japan’s domestic 
film awards. Taking inspiration from the biggest 
scandal in Japanese police history, his next feature, Twisted Justice (2016), 
was screened as the opening film at the New York Asian Film Festival. He 
also directed multiple episodes of the Netflix series “Hibana: Spark” (2016), 
based on the novel by Naoki Matayoshi. 
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